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SUBJECT: TRAVEL TO MOSCOW OF BILLY GRAHAM CRUSADE 
REPRESENTATIVES 

1 . DR. JOHN AKERS OF BILLY GRAHAM CRUSADE ADVISED DEPART- 
MENT JULY 20 THAT TWO CRUSADE REPRESENTATIVES, DR. WALTER 
SMYTH AND DR. ALEXANDER HARASCTI, WILL VISIT THE USSR 
JULY 29-AUGUST 7. SMYTH AND HARASCTI PLAN TO ARRIVE IN 
MOSCOW JULY 29 FOLLOWING A WEEK-LONG VISIT TO POLAND. 
DURING THEIR VISIT TO MOSCOW, SMYTH AND HARASCTI WILL MEET 
WITH ALEKSEY BYCHKOV, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE ALL-UNION 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS-BAPTISTS OF THE USSR. BYCHKOV IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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REPORTEDLY TRYING TO ARRANGE MEETINGS WITH OFFICIALS OF 
THE COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS AS WELL. SMYTH AND 
HARASCTI WILL VISIT LENINGRAD AUGUST 3-4 AND KIEV 
AUGUST 5-6. THEY HAVE NO PLANS TO MAKE CALLS ON SOVIET 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN EITHER CITY. 

2. AKERS STRESSED THAT CRUSADE SEEKS TO KEEP THIS VISIT AS 
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LOW-KEY AS POSSIBLE AND IS SEEKING NO PUBLICITY. PURPOSE 
OF CRUSADE REPRESENTATIVES' TRIP IS TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY 
OF A SOVIET VISIT BY BILLY GRAHAM SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH TOOK 
PLACE IN HUNGARY IN 1977 AND WHICH IS SCHEDULED FOR POLAND 

IN OCTOBER. AKERS VOLUNTEERED THAT CRUSADE REPRESENTATIVES 
WOULD LIKE TO VISIT THE EMBASSY TO SUMMARIZE AND DISCUSS 
RESULTS OF THEIR MEETINGS WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS. DEPART- 
MENT PROVIDED EMBASSY PHONE NUMBERS - AS WELL AS THOSE 
FOR CONGEN LENINGRAD AND KAP OFFICES - AND SUGGESTED 
THAT SMYTH AND HARASCTI CONTACT EMBOFF BENJAMIN TUA. 

VANCE 
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